3TS                         ROHTAK DISTRICT

Distiict is also well piovided with roads, the most important being
the Delhi-Hissar, Rohtak-Bhiwani, and Rohtak-Jhajjar roads, all of
which are metalled. The total length of metalled roads is 79 miles,
and of unmetalled roads 605 miles. Of these, 20 miles of metalled
and 41 miles of unmetalled roads are under the Public Works depart-
ment, and the rest under the District board.

The first famine of which there is any trustworthy record was that of
1782-3, the terrible challsa. From this famine a very large number
of villages in the District date their refoundation, in
amme. whole or in part. Droughts followed in 1802, 1812,
1817, 1833, and 1837. The famine of 1860-1 was the first in which
relief was regularly organized by Government. Nearly 500,000 daily
units were relieved by distribution of food and in other ways; about
400,000 were employed on relief works; Rs. 34,378 was spent on
these objects, and Rs, 2,50,000 of land revenue was ultimately remitted.
In 1868-9, 719,000 daily units received relief, 125,000 were employed
at various times on relief works, nearly Rs. 1,35,000 was spent in
alleviating the calamity, and more than Rs. 2,00,000 of revenue in all
was remitted. The special feature of the relief in this famine was the
amount raised in voluntary subscriptions by the people themselves,
which was nearly Rs. 45,000. There is said to have been great loss of
life, and nearly 90,000 head of cattle died. The next famine occurred
in 1877-8. Highway robberies grew common, grain carts were plun-
dered, and in the village of Badli a grain riot took place. No relief
was, however, considered necessary, nor was the revenue demand sus-
pended; 176,000 head of cattle disappeared, and it took the District
many years to recover. Both harvests of 1895-6 were a failure, and
in 1896-7 there was literally no crop in the rains-land villages. Relief
operations commenced in November, 1896, and continued till the
middle of July, 1897, at which time a daily average of 11,000 persons
were on the relief works. Altogether, Rs. 96,300 was spent in allevi-
ating distress, and suspensions of revenue amounted to 3-4 lakhs. The
famine was, however, by no means severe; more than three-fourths of
the people on relief works were menials, and large stores of fodder and
grain remained in most of the villages. The famine of 1899-1900 was
only surpassed in severity by the chalisa famine above mentioned. The
spread of irrigation had, however, largely increased the area protected
from drought; and, while in 1896-7 the affected area was 1,467 square
miles, in 1899-1900 this had shrunk to 1,234, m spite of the greater
severity of the drought. The greatest daily average -of persons relieved
was in the week ending March 10, 1900, when 33,632, or 9 per cent.
of the population affected, were in receipt of relief. The total cost of
the famine was 7-5 lakhs. The total deaths from December, 1899, to
October, 1900, were 25,006, giving a death-rate of 69 as compared with